
in my heart. While I will miss 

the daily challenges and cama-

raderie of the fire service, I look 

forward to witnessing the con-

tinued success and growth of 

the Waukesha Fire Department 

under new leadership in the 

years to come. 

Respectfully, 

Steve Howard 

 

 

Message from the Chief 

It is with a mix of emotions that 

I am, announcing my retirement 

from the position of Fire Chief 

of the City of Waukesha Fire 

Department, effective May 1, 

2024. After over 35 years of 

service, it has been a profound 

honor and privilege to contrib-

ute to the safety and well-being 

of our community. 

Reflecting on my tenure as Fire 

Chief, I am filled with gratitude 

for the opportunities, support, 

and camaraderie that have 

defined my career. I want to 

express my deepest apprecia-

tion to the members of the fire 

department, elected officials, 

other city department mem-

bers, as well as the entire com-

munity for the unwavering sup-

port of the mission of the Fire 

Department. 

I am immensely proud of the 

accomplishments we have 

achieved together during my  

time as Fire Chief. The dedica-

tion and professionalism of the 

department's personnel have 

been the driving force behind 

our success. The collaboration 

between our department, the 

city's leadership, and other 

municipal entities has been 

crucial in our ability to effective-

ly address the diverse challeng-

es inherent in ensuring public 

safety. The commitment of 

elected officials and the under-

standing of the community 

needs have created an environ-

ment where the Fire Depart-

ment could thrive and fulfill its 

mission. I am confident that the 

City of Waukesha Fire Depart-

ment will continue to flourish 

with the continued support of 

the city.  

As I step into retirement, I am 

filled with a sense of accom-

plishment and nostalgia. The 

memories and experiences 

shared during these 35 years 

will forever hold a special place 
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If you see 

something, 

say 

something. 

A Journey to Discover 

Retirement is a journey of 

self-discovery, 

Unveiling passions, em-

bracing novelty. 

Explore new avenues, let 

curiosity ignite,  

For within retirement, the 

world is in sight. 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  

B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  F L E M I N G    

Happy New Year!  2023 was a great year for Special Events, from Friday Night Live, to Tribute Tuesday.  From parades, 

and fireworks, our department has a wonderful time interacting and assisting the thousands of attendees of these great 

events.  I’d like to thank our partners at City Hall, I.T. Department, Public Works, and of course the Police Department.  

Once again collaboration is the key to all safe events. 

As we continue to strive to provide great customer service, we continue to add equipment to do so.  This past quarter we 

have added a UTV ambulance to our fleet!  This tool allows us to navigate and access inside the secure footprint of each 

event without delay.  Hopefully you had a chance to see it at the Christmas Parade or any of the other Christmas Events, 

if not we have included a few pictures below.  Some of the features include an enclosed patient compartment for patent 

privacy, air conditioning for patient comfort, additional patient movement devices, and large quantity treatment inventory 

for large scale incidents.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we move into the new year, we encourage you to stop by and say hi to our folks while enjoying our fine city events.  

Enjoy, stay safe, and know we are available if you need us!  On to 2024! 
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  T R A I N I N G  O P E R A T I O N S  

D I V I S I O N  C H I E F  P A T  R E T T L E R  

 

The fourth quarter of the year closed out a fantastic training year for WFD! In 2023, we documented nearly 

13,000 hours of fire training and over 1,500 hours of recruit firefighter training. 

 

October’s training topics included collaborating with our partners at First Responder Psychological Services who 

presented on mental health wellness topics for our employees. Our crews also spent many hours doing fire pre-

vention activities during fire prevention month. 

 

November brought forth an introduction and training on new hose and nozzles purchased in 2023. To replace 

the aging equipment, the department utilized a committee to select the equipment and test the best practices 

and make a recommendation for deployment. In November, the committee then provided training to all mem-

bers on the new equipment and deployment model. The committee’s work was able to provide us with tools and 

training to improve our fireground efficiency. 

 

 

 

 

To end the year, we reviewed several signifi-

cant incident responses from 2023 to share 

knowledge across the shifts. We also utilized 

our simulation software to perform size-ups 

and discuss tactics on simulated emergencies. 
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  F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  T R A I N I N G  O P S  C O N T ’ D  

 

 

This quarter the Special Services Team trained on new equipment for vehicle, building, and trench stabilization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2024, we look forward to training in our new training facility. We anticipate  

construction completion by the end of the month, weather permitting. The con-

tainers have begun to arrive, and assembly is anticipated to start soon. 
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  E V E N T S  

 

 

Open House 

Station 5 

October 14, 2023 

Waukesha Christmas  

Parade 

December 3, 2023  



F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  
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During the winter months, 

residents of the City of 

Waukesha may find it nec-

essary to use space heat-

ers for supplemental heat 

due to the cold tempera-

tures. Space heaters can 

be used safely for supple-

mental heat, but there are 

steps that need to be tak-

en to ensure there are not 

any issues with their use.  

Space heaters should al-

ways be placed on a flat 

level surface at least three 

feet away from anything 

that can burn. Space heat-

ers should also be plugged 

directly into a wall recepta-

cle. You should never use 

extension cords or power 

strips when plugging in a 

space heater. It is also a 

good idea to use a space 

heater that does not con-

tain an open metal heating 

element that could come in 

contact with flammable 

materials. Modern space 

heaters can also have au-

tomatic shutoffs that will 

turn the unit off in the 

event it is accidentally 

tipped over. Electric space 

heaters are the only type 

that should be used in-

doors. Space heaters that 

use combustible gases will 

produce carbon monoxide 

and create issues with 

carbon monoxide build up 

inside your home. It should 

also be noted that cooking 

appliances should never 

be used for supplemental 

heat in the home due to 

the risk of fire and carbon 

monoxide exposure to the 

residence.  

If you have any questions 

regarding space heaters in 

your home, please feel free 

to contact the city of 

Waukesha Fire Prevention 

Bureau at 262-524-3648.  
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Adashek’s & Knapke’s Badger Paint 

On November 6, 1952, one of the biggest fires 

in years caused more than $100,000 in dam-

age and threatened to sweep the downtown 

business district.  Adashek’s Fruit Store at 373 

W. Main Street, and Knapke’s Badger Paint at 

369 W. Main Street were struck.  The alarm 

was called in at 11:00 am when an Adashek 

employee noticed wind-whipped flames com-

ing out of one of the apartments in the back of 

the building.  The buildings were joined and 

contained apartments on the second floor.  

“Quick and effective work by the firemen pre-

vented the blaze from spreading to other 

buildings in the highly congested area”.   All 

city fire fighting units, along with all off-duty 

men responded.  More than 500 spectators 

watched the blaze.   

 

From the book, Spring City Saviors by Daniel Carstens 
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January is  

City of Waukesha Fire Department 

130 W. St. Paul Avenue 

Waukesha, WI 53188 
 

(262) 524-3651 

 

Firefighter Cancer Awareness Month 

Fire fighter occupational cancer is the leading cause of line-of-duty death in 
the fire service. 
 
At the 2023 IAFF Fallen Fire Fighter Memorial, 63% 
of the names added to the wall were members who 
had died from occupational cancer. 
In partnership with the Firefighter Cancer Support 
Network (FCSN), the IAFF has designated January 
as Fire Fighter Cancer Awareness Month to provide 
fire fighters the necessary tools and guidance to de-
velop life-saving protocols for cancer prevention and 
to support those with a cancer diagnosis within their 
departments. 
Bringing increased public awareness to occupational 
cancer in the fire service will help generate greater legislative support for states 
and provinces to establish presumptive disabilities for all cancers affecting fire 
fighters. 

 

 

 

February is 

American Heart Month 

The American Heart Association has       

information on how you can start, or con-

tinue to live a happier & healthier life, 

Healthy for Good | American Heart Association  

 

 

https://www.iaff.org/fallen-fire-fighter-memorial/
https://firefightercancersupport.org/
https://firefightercancersupport.org/
https://www.heart.org/en/healthy-living

